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CONSTITUTION OF THE LADIES’ SOCIETY, 
ESTABLISHED IN NEW-YORK; 
FOR THE RELIEF OF 
POOR WIDOWS WITH SMALL CHILDREN. 


ee ene 


Aone the many humane institutions in this city, there is 
none for the particular assistance of a large class of sufferers, 
who have peculiar claims on the public beneficence, viz. 
poor widows with small children. 

Commiserating their situation, and persuaded that none 
can be relieved with happier effect, a number of Ladies have 
formed, for their exclusive aid, a society upon the —— 


PLAN. 
Tue namp shallbe, The Society for the Relief of Poor Wi- 
dows with small Children. 
The stated meetings of the society shall be held twice in 


the year: viz. on the second Wednesday of April and No-* 


vember; the latter to be considered as the anniversary. 
Eleven shall be competent to transact business. 

Members shall be admitted into the Society by a vote of 
the board ot Direction. Beside such donation as her bene- 
volence may suggest, every member shall subscribe the an- 
nual sum ef three dollars, to be paid in the month of No- 
vember. 
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2 The Ladies’ Society, 


x 


The direction of the affairs of the Socicty shall be vested 
in a first and second Directress,a Secretary and a Treasurer ; 
vith six Managers for the summer, and tweive for the win- 
ter, season; all of whom shall, at every stated meeting, be 
chosen by a plurality of batlots: from among the resident 
members. 

The Directress shall preside at all mectings, both of the 
Society and the Managers ; ; preserve order ; state questions 
for discussion ; and declare the decision. In all equal divi- 
sions she shall have the casting vote: with the advice of the 
Board she shall call special meetings of the Society: she 
shall see that its regulations be duly observed ; and shall take 
an active superintendance of its general welfare. In the 
event 6f her being hindered from the performance of hea 
duties, they shall devolve, for the time being, upon the 
second Directress. If both be absent from any meeting of 
th€ Society or the Board, a Directress shall be chosen for 
that meeting. 

The Se scretary shall KSoP a register of the members names ; 
shall collect the dues, and pay “them into the hands of the 
Treasurer. She shall notity the meetings of the Society 
record their proceedings ; ; and render, at ev ery sta ited me et 
ing, a regular account of money received by her, and paid 
to the Treasurer, and of monies still due. She shall like- 
wise attend the meetings of the Managers, and examine 
their accounts. 

The ‘Treasurer shall take charge of the monies collected 
for the Society; make all their disbursements ; attend the 
meetings of the Managers, and examine their expenditures ; 
and render to the Society, at every stated meeting, an ac- 
count of its funds, and oF her receipts and payments. 

The Managers shal! meet twice a month, for mutual coun- 
sel and iniormation.: three shall be competent to transact 
business. ‘The Treasurer and Secretary shall have a seat 
at their board, and a vote in their decisions, but shall not 
form a part of the quorum. ‘The proportion of the So- 
ciety’s bounty, to be expended every month, shall be divided 
among the M: anagers only ; ; and their asamiel shares applied 
by cac s of them, at discretion, to the proper objects. 

Every Manager shall insert in a bogk kept for the | purpose, 
the names, places of abode, and circumstances of the Wi- 
dows whom she relieves ; together with the names and ages 


of their children, and the’ kind, and amount of the relief 


granted to each family. This bock must be presented at 
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for the Relief of Poor Widows. 3 


every mecting of the Managers, and punctually sent by such 
as cannot attend. 

Every Manager shall endeavour to find schools for the 
Children on her book, and places in sober virtuous families 
for such of them as may be fit for service. 

No exception shall be made to this rule but for reasons ap- 
proved by the board. 

No applicant can be transferred. from the charge of one 
Manager to that of another, unless by special agreement be- 
tween themselves. 

The Managers shall exert themselves to-create and main- 
tain habits of industry among their applicants, by furnishing 
them, as far as possible, with suitable employment. 

Atthe end of every monththe Managers shall make up 
their accounts, and give a receipt to the Treasurer for the 
amount of their expenditures. 

telief shall not be granted to any applicants till they be vi- 
sited at their dwellings by one of the Managers, and particu- 
lar enquiry made into their character and circumstances.— 
Immorality excludes from the patronage of the Society. 

No applicant, unless in very particular cases, of which the 
board mustjudge, shall be relieved who refuses to put out at 
service or to trades, such of her children as are fit; and to 
place the younger ones, of a proper age, ata Charity School. 

Relief shall be given in necessaries, and never in money, 
but by a vote of the board. 

The funds of the society arise from the annual subscrip- 
tions ; and from donations of Ladies and Gentlemen.* ‘The 
subscriptions shall be appropriated to the ordinary expendi- 
tures; one-third in the summer, and two-thirds in winter. 

The Donations shall be reserved for the disposal of the 
Society, or applied, by the Board of Direction, to the pur- 
chase of astock of fuel or other necessaries; and of mate- 
rials for the employment of the Widows, but all such expen- 
ditures, by the Board, other than those for materials, shall 
be repaid out of the monies distributed among the Mana- 

yers. 

It there be at any time in the hands of the Treasurer, 
a considerable balance for which there is no immediate 
demand, she shall vest it in such property as the Ladies in 
office snall judge most adviseable. 
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* Though Gentlemen cannot be Members, their names are entered 
with peculiar pleasure on the list of Benefactors, 











' The Lades’ Societt/, 
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The Society for the Relief of Pocr Widows with small Chil- 
dren, was proposed in November 1797, and organized on 
the 20th of December following. 

At their first stated meeting in April, 1798, it was report- 
ed that there were then on the books, two hundred and four- 
teen annual subscribers, at three dollars each; and eleven 
hundrea and one dollars in donations from Gentlemen and 
Ladies; many of the latter being both subscribers and donors. 
Ninety-eight Widows with two hundred and twenty-three Chil- 
dren, had been brought through the severity of winter, with 
a degree of comfort, whe for any thing tobe discerned, must 
have gone. into the Alms-House or perished. 

At the close of the meeting, several petitions were pre- 
sented, most of which were granted in whole or in part, and 
three hundred and sixty-nine dollars taken from the donati- 
ons for the purpose. 

Before the next general meeting, which did not take place 
till the 80th of November, the yellow fever had so increased 
the number and misfortunes of Widows, that none but eye- 
witnesses could have imagined the sufferings of many respec- 
- table, industrious women, who never thought to ask bread of 
any but of God. House-rents were going on, while every 
‘kind of industry was atastand. ‘hough provision was made 
for such as remained in the city, many fled with precipitati- 
on, leaving every thing in their houses, and, on their return, 
found nothing remaining but naked walls. 

No provision made for the winter—the Landlords, many 
of whom were nearly as poor as their tenants, clamorous for 
their rent—complaint of the want of employment universal— 
the Society determined that for this season the whole of 
their own donations should be expended on necessaries, and 
as much of the Gentlemen’s as should be requisite to purchase 
linen. checks, &c. for the purpose of furnishing the Widows 
with work. 

There are now onthe Managers books one hundred and 
fifty-two Widows, with four hundred and twenty Children 
under twelve years of age: for whose relief, since the 5th 
of December 1798, six hundred and fifty-four Dollars have 
been expended in necessaries, and above three hundred paid 
for work,—near three thousand yards of linen beside check, 
have been cut up for shirts, and distributed to be made 
among Widows who could not find employment elsewhere. 
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for the Rehef of Poor Widows. 5 
The following is the Report of the Board of Direction, for 
April 1800. 


In the month of December last it was reported, to the 
satisfaction of the Society, and the credit of the Widows, 
That, during the months of May, June and July, except 
in cases of sickness, there were no applications; work being 
plenty, and little fire necessary, they supported themselves 
by their industry: a certain proof, that they would rather 
eat their own bread, hardly earned, than that of others with 
idleness. : 

But again the pestilence evacuated the city; again every 
source of industry was dried up; even the streams of bene- 
volence from the country failed. Those storehouses, from 
which relief was issued to thousands in former calamities, 
now disappointed their hopes; and those spared by the 
pestilence were ready to perish by famine. 

Such widows as had no friends in the country, under whose 
roof they might, foratime, seek shelter, wereshut up to the 
only relief within their power, even to that Society, which 
had formerly saved them in many a strait. They came, 
were received with tenderness, assisted with food, advice 
and medicine: Some, with the means of escape, while the 
pestilence, mowing down Fathers and Husbands, who were 
engaged in securing the property of the opulent, multiplied 

the number of the miserable. 

Four of the Society’s board, at the risk of their lives, re- 
mained in the city, steady in the exercise of their office. 

Besides giving largely from their own pockets and pan- 
tries, they expended three hundred and fifty dollars. 

The ladies not returning to town, the anniversary mecting 
was postponed from the second week in November to the 
second week in December, during which time there was 
no kind of employment to be had: and without the benefac- 
tions of those to whom God had given the power, a winter 
of distress, more extreme than the former, was inevitable. 

WIDOW is a word of sorrow, in the best of circum- 
stances: but a Widow, left poor, destitute, friendless, sur- 
rounded with a number of small Children shivering with 

cold, pale with want, looking in her face with eyes pleading 
for bread which she has not to give, nor any probable prospect 
of procuring—her situation is neither to be described nor 
conceived! Many such scenes were witnessed the last 
winter ; and though none could restore the Father and the 
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6 The Ladies’ Society, 


Husband, the hearts of the mourners were soothed by the 
Managers, while they dispensed the relief provided them, 
by their Father and their Husband, GOD. 

It was resolved last winter, as in the former, that the 
whole of the Ladies’ donations should be added to the 
subscriptions, and expended on necessaries. 

One hundred and forty-two Widows, with four hundred and 
six Children, under twelve Years of age, by far the great 
part under six ; have, from time to time, beén visited and 
relieved. 

Eight hundred and twenty Dallars, since the last meeting, 
have ‘been expended on saith wood and cloathing. Sugar, 
tea, fresh meat and cordials: for the sick, the Ladies have 
supplied chiefly from their own pantries ; which, with money 
begged for the payment of rents, and other exigences no c 
provided for by the Constitution, have amounted to above 
three hundred Dollar S ml07e. 

Notwithstanding all this, employment being scarce, and 
exigencies pressing, many have been obliged to sacrifice 
much of their best cloathing and furniture ; a circumstance 
much to be regretted, as it sinks their spirits and place in 
society, and robs them of that pride, which, in the absence 
of a better pr inciple, i is often a spur to industry and frugality. 


Few however, if any, have wanted the necessaries of 


life ; few of the sick proper cordials. Upon these last, often 
depends the life of the sufferers, most.of them having ex- 
perienced an unhapj xy reverse of circumstances. 

Almost every class of mechanics live not only plentifully 
but luxuriously ; an evil too general to be yard: Our poor 
Widows have been partners in the evil, and now sustain the 
whole of the punishment. They must now ier economy 
from adversity, and to their credit be it spoken, they do. 
Many arrangements made by the Managers with this view, 
have been so effectual, that several who applied formerly, 
hare, by their industry and frugality, succeeded so weil in 
the different ways of livi ing recommended to them, as not 
to require any aid from the “Society last winter. 

Every candid observer must allow the extensive usefulness 
of this institution. — The importance of the objects proposed 
by it, the prudence and zeal with which its affairs have been 
conducted, with the blessing of Divine Providence, have 
obtained for it, such crédit with the public, that in mem- 
bers, in funds, and in respectability, it increases daily. 
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for the Relief of Poor Widows. 14 


There are now on the Society’s Books two hundred and 
seventy-one annual subscr ibers, at three Dollarseach. In 
donations from Ladies, the Treasurer has received in the 
current Year, three hundred and thirty-nine Dollars ; and 
from Gentlemen, to be added to the funds, six hundred 
and seventeen Dollars, 

Upon the Gentlemen, it is more than probable, will depend 
entir ae the support and increase of the Society’s funds; to 
their liberality is owing the power of laying in necessaries: 
inthe gross; of hiring a wood-yard and laying up wood; 
of purchasing materials for furnishing the Widows with 
work, &c. 

With pleasing hope, still farther benefit is contemplated to 
the objects of the Society, by the same means, 


— ae 


Lixtract from the e Report ofthe Boarp or Direction, at the 
annual mecting of the Society, in November 1800. 


Ir has not been possible to save any part of the Ladies’ 
donations without leaving some to suffer. 

Though few applications were made in the months of 
May, June an d July, all then saved, and more, became ne- 
cessary in August and September. Among the children of 
the poor, mig up in small, confined, hot rooms, the summer 
complaint was universal; the hooping-cough little less so, 
Added to these, there were many cases of scarlet-fever, 
and some of small-pox :—many of the mothers were also 
sick. All were visited, and supplied with necessaries, suit- 
ed to their situation: consequently the expenditures were 
great. 


Beard of Direction for 1809. 


Mrs. Isane.La Granam, First Directress. 

Mrs. CATHARINE WILKINSON, Second Directress. 
Mrs. Kpwarp GooLp, Treasurer. 

Miss M. Nicuotson, Secretary. 


MANAGERS. 


Mrs. John Mills, Mrs. W. M. Seton, Mrs. J. R. Smith, 
Mrs. Dr. Hosack, Mrs. Pilmore, Mrs. Saidler, Mrs. 
M‘Dougal, Mrs. C. I. Bogert, Mrs. Pierce, Mrs. John 
Bard, Miss Murray, Miss Watts. 








g The Ladies’ Society, 
Summary of the Receipts and Expenditures. 


FROM NOV. 1797, To Nov. 1800. 

















ie Siew 3» 
Received from Nov. 1797 to Nov. 1798, 

228 subscriptions at 3 dolls. 684 
Received from do. to do. donations, 1246 85 
Expended by the Managers, trom Nov. 

1797, to Nov. 1798, 1058 87 
Received from Nov. 1798 to Nov. 1799, 

249 subscriptions at 3 dolls. 747 
Received from do. to do. !adies’ dona- 

tions, 510 64 
Gentlemens’ donations, from do. to do. 957 12 
Expended by the Managers from Noy. 

1798, to Nov. 1799, 1163 55 105 
Received from Noy. 1799 to Nov. 1800, 

284, subscriptions at 3 dolls. 852 
Ladies’ donations, 393 9 
Gentlemens’ do. 955 5 
Expended by the Managers from Noy. 

1799, to Nov. 1800, 1242 48 957 66 





Of the above stock, 2000 dollars bear interest, and the 
balance, after paying sundry expences, and furnishing ma- 
terials for work to the Widows, remains invested in chick, 
cotton, and linen shirts, and in necessaries for supplying the 
Widows, purchased wholesale. 

New-York, 15th Nov. 1800. 


mR ere a 


An Act to Incorporate the Society for the Rehef of Poor 
Widows with Small Ghildren, 


PASSED APRIL 2, 1802. 


WHEREAS a number of Ladies in the City of New-York 
have associated for the humane. purpose of relieving the dis- 
tresses of Poor Widows with Small Children, and by their 
petition, presented to the Legislature, have prayed to be 
incorporated—T hereiore, 
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for the Re chief of Poor Widows. g 


Sect. I. Be ct enacted by the Pe vople of the State of Nezv- 
York, represented in Senate and Assembly, ‘That all such 


persors of the Female Sex as now are, or hereafter shall 


be, Annual Subscribers to the said Association, shall be, 


and hereby are constituted, a Body Corporate, by the name 


of “ The Society for the Relief of Poor Widows ‘with Small 

Children,” and by that name shall have perpetual succession, 

and be in law capable of suing and being sued, defending 

and being defended, in all courts and places whatsoever, and 

in all manner of actions and causes whatsoever, and may 
have a common seal, and change the same at their pleasure ; . 

and shall also, by the same name, be capable in law of pur- 
chasing, holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, 

for the use of the said Corporation. Provided, ‘Vhat such 
estate shall never exceed in value Lifty Thousand Dollars, 

nor be applied to any other purposes than the charitable one 
for which this Incorporation is formed. 

Sect. LI. And be it further enacted, That the estate and 
concerns of the said Corporation shall be managed and dis- 
posed of by ** A Board of Direction,” to be composed of a 
First and Second Directress, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and 
not less than Six, nor more than Twelve Managers (two- 
thirds of whom shall be a quorum) to be elected by plurality 
of ballots of the Members resident in the City of New- 
York, yearly, on the second Wednesday of November, at 
such place in the said city, and after such notice, as the 
Board of Direction may, from time to time, by ordinance 
appomt. And if any vacancy shall be occasioned, by the 
death, resignation, or remov al of a Directress, Secretary, 
Treasurer, or Manager, the same shall be filled, for the 
remainder of the year, by a special election, by ‘ballot as 
aforesaid, to be holden at such time and place, in the said 

city, as the Board of Direction shall appoint. And until 
the election on the first Wednesday of November next, 
Ysabella Graham, shall be First Directress, Catharine Wil- 
kinson, Second Directress, Jane Harrison, Secretary, Sa- 
rah Goold, ‘Treasurer, and Sarah Mills, Sarah Hoffman, 
K liza Aan Seton, Mary Hosack, Hidlen Rogers, Susan 
Bogert, Frances Burral, Ann Pierce, } Mary Wyckoff, Isa- 
bella Smith, Mary Watts, and Mary Murray, Managers. 

Sect. II]. And be it further enacted, That if the annual 
election shall not be made on the stated day, the Corporation 
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10 the Ladies’ Scciety, 


a 


shall not thereby be dissolved; but the Members ef the 
Board of Direction shall continue in office till a new elec- 
tion, which shall be made at such time and place, and after 
such notice as the Board of Direction shall prescribe. 

Sect. IV. And be it further enacted, That the Board of 
Direction shall, at least at every yearly election, exhibit to 
the Members of the said Corporation, an exact account of 
the receipts and disbursements of the preceding year. 

Sect. V. And be it further enacted, That the Board of 
Direction may, from time to sasaki make bye-law rs and ordi- 
cinances relative to the management and di isposition of the 
estate and concernsof the said yeaa and the regulation 
of the persons exercismg the offices aforesaid, not contrary to 
lay We 


Sect. VI. And be it further enacted, That the husband 


‘of any married woman who is or mav be a Niember or officer 


of the said Corporation, shall not be hable to the said Corpo- 


‘ration, for any loss occasioned by the neglect or misfeasance 
‘of his wife, or upon any subscription or engagement of his 


wife: but if he shall have received any money from his wile, 
belonging to the said Corporation, or the same shall have been 
applied to his USE, he shall be accountable therefor ; and 1f the 
-husband’s goods shall be attached, or if he shall become in- 
solvent, such money if received after the passing of this act, 
shall be paid by the trustees or assignees ot his estate, in pre- 
ference to all other debts. 

Sect. VII. dnd be it further enacted, That this act shall 
continue and be in force until the /vrst day of March, One 
Lhousand E:ght Hundred and Ten, and no longer. 

oecre! ary’s-C Office, of the State of New-York, Afirtl 27, 1802. 
I CERTIFY the preceding to be a true Cofiy of ihe original Act, 
row on file.in this Office. ARCHDb. MUINTYRE, Defi. Sec’ry. 
- aminlice 
Summary of the Receipts and Expenditures of the Society for 
the Rehef of Poor Widows with Small Children. 
FROM NOV. 15, 1800, To APRIL 2, 1802. 


At the Anniversary meeting, in November, oe a 


i800, it appeared, that after having ex; pend- 
ed 3,464 dols. 3 cts. from the time of its in- 
stitution in November, 1797, there remain- 
ed, in Money at interest, in Shirts made up 
by the Widows for Sale, and in Articles for 
relieving their Necessities, as per Statement 
annexed to the Constitution 2,881 72 
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for the Relief of Poor Widows. 


Svnee which time have been received and expended as follows : 


Received from Nov. 1800, to Noy. 1801. 
$25 Annual Subscriptions at 3 dols. 
Ladies’ Donations 


Gentlemens’ Donations 

Mr. Jonathan Little, as Chairman of the 
Secial Committee 

Collected by the Rev. Mr. Stanford, to- 
wards the Relief of American Captives 
in Algiers, who have since been other- 
wise provided for 

Jury Fees presented to the Society 

Arbitration Fees presented to the Society 


Interest on Money Lent 


Total received from November, 1800, to 
November, 1801 

Deduct—Paid for Printing, Collecting, No- 
ticing, &c. 


Leaves, after paying Incidental Charges 
Expended from Nov ember, 1800, to Novem- 
ber, 1801, per Managers’ Receipts 


Balance added to the Funds 


Received from November, 1801,to April 1802. 
301 Annual Subscriptions, at 3 dols. 
Ladies’ Donations 


Gentlemens’ Donations 

Jury Fees presented to the Society 
Interest of Money on Mortgage 

Total received from November, 1801, to 


April, 1802 
Deduct—Paid for Printing, Noticing, &c. 


D.C. 
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D.G 
Leaves, after paying Incidental Charges 1,951 75 

fixpended from November, 1801, to April, 
1802, per Managers’ Receipts 1,140 29 
Balance added to the Funds 811 46 
Total Amount of Funds §,013 13 

The above Funds consist of Money on Mort- 
gage 4000 O 
In Bank 516 74 
4,516 74 

Fire Wood and other Necessaries fer the 
Widows, and Shirts made up for Sale 496 77 
5,013 51 

STORE EL OE 
A PLAIN AND SERIOUS ADDRESS, 
TO THE MASTER OF A FAMILY, 
ON THE 
IMPORTANT SUBJECT OF FAMILY-RELIGION. 
BY PHILIP DODDRIDGE, D. D. 


SIR, 


Vor may easily apprehend, that the many interruptions to 
which personal visits are liable, makeit difficult for ministers 
to find aconvenient time, in which they may apply themselves 
suitably and largely to those commicted to their care ; or at 
least, if they resolve to do it, will necessarily make their pro- 
gress through large congregations very slow. I therefore 
take this method of visiting you while alone, and of addressing 
you on the very important subject of Family-Religion. For 
your own sake, and the sake of those dearest to you, I entreat 
you to give a calm attentive hearing. And I would particu- 
larly desire, that if it be by any means impracticable, (as with 
a little contrivance and resolution I hope it may) you would 
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to the Master of a Family. 13 


secure one hour on the morning of the Lord’s day after you 
receive it, not merely to run over this letter in a cursory man- 
ner, but deliberately to weigh and consider it, and to come to 
some determination, as in the sight of Gon, that you will, or 
that you will not, comply with the petition which it brings ; if 
I may not rather say, with the demand which in his name it 
makes upon you. 

As I purpose to deliver it to every master of a family under 
my stated care or to every mistress where there is no master, 
(that no offence of any kind may be taken, whichit is in my 
power to prevent) I know it will come to many, who have 
long been exemplary for their diligence and zeal in the duties I 
am recommending ; to many, whom their own experience hath 
instructed in the pleasures and advantages which flow from 
them ; an experience which will enforce them more effectual- 
ly than any thing which it is possible for me to say. Such will 
I hope, by what they read, be confirmed in pursuing the good 
resclution they have taken, and the good customs they have 
formed ; and will also be excited more earnestly to endeavor 
to contribute towards introducing the like, into other families 
over which they have any influence, and especially into those 
which may branch out from their own, by the settlement of 
children or servants. In this view, as well as to awaken their 
thankfulness to divine grace, which hath inclined them to the 
discharge of their duty in so great, yet so frequently neglect- 
ed, an article of it, I hope the heads of praying families will 
not peruse this letter in vain. . But it is intended as an address 
to those, who have hitherto lived in the omission of it: And 
if there were Sut one such master of afamily under my care, I 
would gladly submit to the labor in which I am now engaging 

for his sake alone. ‘Tosuch therefore Inow turn myself ; and 
O that divine grace might engage every one of such a charac- 
ter to hear me with attention, and might enforce upon his con- 
science the weight of reasons, the evidence of which the low- 
est may receive, and to which it is impossible that the highest 
should find any thing solid to object! : 

Oh my dear friend, whoever you are (for I know no one 
under my care to whom I may not address that appellation) 
give me leave to tell you plainly, that while I write this [have 
that awakening scripture in view: Pour out thy fury upon the 
heathen that know thee not, and upon the families that call not 
on thy name. I appeal to you as a man of ordinary sense and 
understanding, (as it needs no more) to judge whether this 


‘ we " ee ae od ttn ee SEES NET ? 22 8S MOR LS nage rt =~ 
me PROTOS eT ie Terns tabi “ * ing, Rn 
sci ses tte oF Sho a Ree Saree cs tnt a n shea ee 


Res sip 32 


t 
es 
i 


| 
{ 
a 4 
ty 
i 
I 


a 
dew : 
ts rea rea e J ype, - 
7 hele Pig. 0 . Ray ane sie ini © % 
EE he | ee Fig gg RR RE EE ne ~ 








14 Plain and Serious Address, 


does not strongly imply that it may be taken for granted, every: 
family, which is not a heathen family, which 1s not quite ig- 


norant of the living and true Gop, will call upon his name. 


Well may it then pain my heart, to think that there should be 
a professed Christian family, whom this dreadful character 


suits. Well may it pain my heart, to think of the divine fury,. 


which may be poured out on the heads and on the members of 
it: And well may it make me desirous, to do my utmost to 
secure you and yours, from every appearance, from every pos- 
sibility, of such danger. Excuse the earnestness with which 
I may address you. I really fear, lest while you delay, the fire 
of the divine displeasure should fall upon you: And as Ladore 
the patience of Gop in havit ing thus long suspended the storm, 
Tam anxious about every hour’s delay, lest it should fall the 
heavier. 


I will therefore, as plainly and seriously asI can, endeavor 


to convince youof your duty, if peradventure you are not al- 
ready secretly convinced of it; as truly I believe, most who 
neglect i it, under the regular administration of gospel ordinan- 
ces, ire--nk will then touch on afew of the objections, which 
have been pleaded to excuse in some degree so shameful an 
omission.——And this will naturally lead me to conclude witha 
few hints, which may serve by way of direction, for the pro- 
per introduction and discharge of the services to which I am 
endeavoring to engage you. 

I mean not to handle the subject at large, which would af- 
ford abundant matter: for a considerable volume ; as indeed 
several volumes have been written upon it, by divines of dif- 

erent denominations, who, however various in other opin- 
ions, agree here; as what intelligent Christian can disagree ? 
But I mean to suggest a few plain things, which it is evident 
you have not sufficiently considered, and which if duly weigh- 
ed, may by the blessing of Gop, answer my present purpose. 
Now the arguments I shall propose will be such that if you 
will not regard them, little is to be hoped from any other : 
For surely the mind of man’ can discover none of greater and 
more universal importance ; though I readily acknowledge, 
that many others might inforce them with greater energy and 
address. Yet if the desire, the most earnest desire of suc- 
ceeding can add any of the proper arts of persuasion, they 
will not be wanting here. And I would fain speak, as one 
who considers, how much of the glory of Gop, how much 
of your own happinees, and that of vour dear children, for 
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to the Master of a Family. 135 


time and eternity, depends on the success of what I am now 
to lay before you. What I desire of you is, that you would 
honor and acknowledge Gop in your families, ‘by calling 
them together every day, to hear some part of his word read 
to them, and to offer, fora few minutes at least, your united 
confessions, prayers and praises tohim. Andis this a cause, 
that should need to be pleaded at large by a great variety of 
united motives? ‘Truly the poutton seems so reasonable, and 
a compliance with it from one who-has not quite renounced 
religion might scem so natural, that one would think the bare 
proposing it might suffice. Yet experience tells us, it is much 
otherwise. ‘This letter will come into the hands of some, 
who, though they maintain a public profession of religion, 
have been again and again exhorted to it in vain, and that 
perhaps for succeeding years. I might say a great deal to 
upbraid such especially, on account of this neglect ; but I ra- 
ther chuse to zutreat to the future performance of the duty ; 
humbly hoping, that, criminal as former negligence has been, 
a gracious Gop will mercifully forgive it, to those who repent 
and desire to reform. 

And O that I could engage you to this, by represent- 
ing in .he plainest, kindest, and most affectionate manner, 
the reasonableness, and advantage of this duty! for if it be 
reasonable, if it be ev idently adv antageous, there are num- 
berless general precepts of ser ipture, which must comprehend 
and enforce it, if it were less immediately supported than it 
is by particular passages ; which yet, as I shall presently 
shew, do many of them strongly recom mend it to us. 

Consider, sir, for I address myself to every particular per- 
son, consider the apparent reasonableness of family-religioz. 
Must not your consciences presently tell you, itis fit that 
persons who receive so many mercies together should acknow- 
ledge them together ? can you in your own mind be satisfied, 
that you and your nearest relatives should pay no joint homage 
to that Gop, who hath set you in your family, and who hath 
given to you, and to the several members of it, so many 4s 
mestic enjoyments? Your Creator and theirs, your presery 
and theirs, your daily benefactor and theirs? Can it be right, 
if you have any sense of these things each of you in your 
ewn hearts, that the sense of them should | be concealed and 
smothered there, and that you should never join in your 
grateful acknowledgment to him? Can you imagine it rea- 
sonable, that when you have a constant dependanc e upon him 
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for so many mercies, without the concurrence of which your 
family would be a scene of misery, you should never present 
yourselves together in his presence, to ask them at his hand? 
Upon what principles, is public worship to be recommended 
and urged, if not by such as have their proportionable weight 
here? \ 

Indeed the force af these considerations hath not only been 
known and acknowledged by the people of Gen in all ages ; 
we have not only Woah and Abraham, Foshua and David, Fob 
and Daniel, each under a much darker dispensation than ours, 
as examples of it: But we may venture to say, that where- 
ever there has been a profession of any kind of religion, it has 
been brought into private houses as well as public temples. 
The poor Aeathens, as we certainly know from the remaining 
monuments of them, had their /ares and their penates, which 
were household images, some of them in private chapels, and 
others about the common hearth, where the family used to 
worship them by frequent prayers and sacrifices. And the 
brass, and wood, and stone, of which they consisted, shall (as 
it were) cry out against you, shall rise up against you and con- 
demn you, if while you call yourselves the worshippers of 
the one living and eternal Gop, and boast in the revelation 
you have received by his prophets and by his son, you pre- 
sume to omit anhomage, which the stupid worshippers of such 
vanities as these failed not to present to them, while they call- 
ed them their Gops. Be persuaded then I beseech you, to 
be consistent in your conduct. Hither give up all pretences 
to religion, or maintain a steady and uniform regard to it, at 
home as well as abroad, in the family as wellas in the closet, 
oratchurch. But the reasonableness of this duty, and the 
obligations which bind you in conscience to the practice of it, 
will further appear, if you consider, 

The many advantages, which will, by the divine blessing, 
attend a proper discharge of it. And here, I would more 
particularly represent the good influence, which family devo- 
tions are likely to have, upon the young persons committed to 
your care—~upon your own hearts, and | upon the advancement 
of a general reiormation, and the propagation of religion to 
those that are yet unborn. 

Consider in the first place, what is most obvious, the happy 
influence which the duty I am recommending might have 
wpon the young members of vour family, the children and 
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servants committed to your care. For I now consider you, 
as aparent, andamaster. The father ofa family isa phrase, 
that comprehends both these relations ; and with great pro- 
priety, as humanity obliges us to endeavor to take a parental 
care of all under our roof. And indeed, you ought to con- 
sider your servants, in this view, witha tender regard. ‘They 
are probably in the flower of life, for that is the age which is 
commonly spent in service ; and you should recollect how 
possible it is, that this may be if rightly improved, the best 
opportunity their whole life may afford them for learning re- 
ligion, and being brought under the power of it. If your ser- 
vants are already instracted 1 init, by beiag brought up in fa- 
milies where these duties have been maintained ; let them 
not, if they should finally miscarry, have cause to impute it to 
you, and to testify before Gop in the day of their condemna- 
tion, “ that it was under your roof that they learnt the neg- 
“lect and forgetfulness of Gon, and of all that their pious 
“parents, perhaps in a much inferior station of life to you, 
‘“* had in earlier days been attempting to teach them; to teach 
‘them, in moments taken from labor, or from repose, al- 
‘¢ most necessary for their subsistence.” On the other hand 
if they came to you quite ignorantof religion, (as if they 
came from pray erless families, it is probably that they do) 
have compassion upon them, [ entreat you, and endeavor 
to give them those advantages which they never yet had ; 
and which it is too probable, as things are generally ma« 
naged, they never will have, if you will not afford them. 

But I would especially, if I might be allowed to borrow 
the pathetic words of Fab, enireat you by the children of your 
own body. 1 would now as it were present them all before you, 
and beseech you by all the bowels of parental affection, (which 
I have myself so strongly felt,) that to all the other tokens of 
tenderness and love, you would not refuse to add this, with- 
out which manv of the rest may be worse than in vain. 

Give me leave to plead with you, as the instruments of in- 
troducing them into being. O remember, it is indeed a de- 
based and corrupted nature you have conveyed tothem. Con- 
sider, that the world, into which you have been the means of 
bringing them, isa place i in which they are surrounded with 
many temptations, and in which, as they advance in life, 
thev must expect many more, so that in ] plain terms, it is on 
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the whole much to be feared, that they will perish in the ip- 
norance and forgetfulness of Gon, if they do not learn from 
you to love and serve him. For how can it be expected they 
should learn this at all, if you give them no advantages for 
receiving and practising the lesson at home ? 

And let me further urge and entreat you to remember, that 
these dear children, whose tender age, and perhaps amiable 
forms and dispositions, might attract the aifection and soli- 
citude of strangers, are committed to your especial and im- 
mediate care by Gop their creator. And he has made them 
thus dependent upon you, and others that have in their infan- 
cy and childhood the care of them, that there might be here- 
aiter a better opportunity of forming their minds, and of in- 
fluencing them to aright temper and conduct. And can this 
by any means be efiectually done, if you do not at proper 
times call them together, to attend to the instructions of the 
word of Gop, and to join in solemn prayers and supplications 
to him! At least is it possible, it should be done any other 
way withequal advantage, if this be not added to the rest? 

Family worship is a most proper way of teaching children 
religion, as you teach them language, by insensible degrees ; 
a little one-day and a little another; for to them dine must be 
upon ine, and precept upon precept. “Lhey may learn to con- 
ceive aright of the divine perfections, when they hear you 
daily acknowledging and adoring them: Their hearts may 
be early touched with pious remorse for sin, when they hear 
your confessions poured out before Gop: They will know 
what mercies they are to ask for themselves, by observing 
what turn your petitions take ; your intercessions may diffuse 
into their minds a spirit of love to mankind, a concern for 
the interest of the chi urch, and of their country ; and, what 


is not I think by any means to be neglected, sentiments of 


Loyalty towards those in authority over us, when they hear 
you daily i invoking the civine blessing upon them. An 1d your 
solemn thanksgivings for the bounties of providence, wad for 
benefits of a spiritual naiure may effect their hearts with those 
gracious impressions towards the gracious author of ail, 
which may excite in their little breasts love to him, the most 
noble and genuine principle of ail true and acc: -ptable religion. 

Thus they may become christians by insensible degrees, and 
grow inthe knowledge and love of the truth, as they do ia 
siature. 
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By observing your reverent and solemn deportment, (as 
reverent and solemn I hope it will always at such seasons be) 
they may get some notion of an invisible being, betore they 
are of age to understand the definition of the term GOD ; and 
may feel their minds secretly impressed with an humble awe 
and veneration, before they can explain to you their sense of 
it. And whatever instructions you give them concerning his 
nature and his will, and the way of obtaining his favor by 
Jesus Christ, all your admonitions relating to the importance 
of that invisible world we are going to, and the necessary 
preparation for it, will be greatly illustrated by the tenor of 
your daily devotions, as well as by those excellent lessons 
which the word of Gop, when solemnly read to them morning 
and evening, will afford. Nor is it by any means to be for. 
gotten, that while thev hear themselves, and their own con- 
cerns, mentioned before Gon in prayer, while they hear you 
earnestly pleading for the divine blessing upon them (espe- 
cially if it be in expressions wisely var ied, as some particular 
occur — in their lives and in yours may require) it may 
very probably be a means of moving their impressible hearts ; 
as it may powerfully convince them of your deep and tender 
concern for their good, and may add great weight to the in- 
structions you may address to them: So that it may appear, 

even while you are pr aying for them, that Gop hears. And 
indeed I have known some instances of excellent persons, 
who have dated their conversion to Gop, even after they had 
begun visibly to degenerate, from the prayers, from the se- 
rious and pathetic prayers, which they have heard their pi- 
ous fathers, perhaps, I might add their pious mothers, pre- 
senting before Gop on their account. 

Indeed were this duty properly attended to, it might be 
expected, deat ail christian families would, according to sels 
respective sizes and circumstances, become nurseries of 
piety ; and you would see in the most convincing view, the 
wisdom of providence, in making human infants so much 
more dependent on their parents, and so much more incapa- 
ble to shift for themselves, than the offspring of inferior 

creatures’are. 

Let me then entreat you, my dear friend, to look on your 
children the very next time you see them, and ask your own 
heart, how youcan answer it to God, and to them, that you 
deprive them of such adv antages as these? Adv antages, withe 
out which it is to be feared, your care of them in other ress 
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pects will turn io but little account, should they be ever so 
prosperous in life. For what is prosperity in life without the 
knowledge, and fear, andlove of God? What but the poison 
of the soul which swells and kills it? What, but the means of 
making it more certainly, more deeply, more intollerabiy 
miserable; when all its transient and empty amusements are 
passed away, ‘ke a dream when one awaketh ? In short, not 
to mention the happy influence it may have on their temporal 
ailairs, by drawing down the divine blessing, and by form- 
ing the mind to those virtues, which pave the way to wealth 
and reputation, health and contentment, which make no ene- 
mies and attract many friends; itis, with respect to the eter- 
nal world, the greatest cruelty to your children thus to neg- 
lect giving them those advantages which no other cares in 
education itself exclusive of these can afford: And it is im- 
possible, you should ever be able to give them any other 
equivalent. If youdo your duty in this respect, they will 
have reason to bless you living and dyi ing ; and if you neglect 
it, take care you and they come not, in consequence of that 
neglect, into a world, where (horrid as the thought may now 
seem) you will forever be cursing each other. And thus I 
am falling insensibly, because so naturally, from what I was 
saying of the concern and interests of those under your care, 
to your own, so far as it may be distinguished from theirs. 

Let me therefore press you to consider, how much your own 
interest is concerned in the matter ; the whole of your inter- 
est both spiritual and temporal. 

Your spiritual interest is infinitely the greatest, and there- 
fore I will begin with that. And here let me seriously ask 
you, do you not need those advantages for religion, which 
the performance of family duty will give you, added to those 
of a more secret and more public nature, if peradventure 
they are regarded by you? These instructions, these adora- 
tions, these confessions, these supplications, these interces- 
sions, these thanksgivings, which may be so useful to your 
childr en and servants, may they not be useful to yourselves : 
May not your own hearts have some peculiar advantage tor 
being impressed, when you are the mouth of others in these 
Gomestic devotions, bevond what in a private station of life 
it is otherwise possible you should have? O these lessons of 
religion to your own souls, every morning and evening, might 
he (it I may be allowed the expression) either the seed, or 
foretaste of salvation to you. Nay, the remoter influence 
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they may have on your conduct, in other respects, and at 
other times, when considered merely j in the general as relt- 
gious exercises performed by you in your own family, isto be 
recollected as an argument of vast importance. 

A sense of common decency would engage you, if you 
pray with your family, to avoid a great many evils, which 


would appear doubly evil in a father or a master, who kept up 


such religious exercises in his house. I will not now, sir, 
speak of yourself, for I would not offend by supposing any 
thing grossly bad of you. But doyou imagine, that if read- 
ing, the scripture and family prayer were introduced into the 
houses of some of your neighbors, drunkenness and lewdness, 
and cursing and swearing, and profaning the Lord’s day, 
would not, like so many evi/ demons, be quickly driven out ? 
The master of the family would not ‘for shame indulge them, 
if he had nothing more than the form of duty kept up and his 
reformation though only external, and at frst on a kind of 
constraint, would carry with it the reformation of many more, 
who have sucha dependence on his favor as they would not 
sacrifice, though by a madness very prevalent among the chil- 
dren of men they can venture to sacrifice their souls to every 
trifle. 

And may it not perhaps be your more immediate concern, 
to recollect, that if you prayed with your family, you would 
yourself be more careful to abstain from all appearance of evil ? 
You would find out a way to suppress that turbulency of pas- 
sion, which may now be ready to break out before you dre 
aware, and other imprudences, in which your own heart 
would check you by saying, ** Does this become one, that is 
‘* by and by to kneel down with his domestics his children and 
‘“‘ servants, and adore Gop with them, and pray against every 
“thing which displeases Gop, and makes us unfit for the 
“heavenly world?” I will not say this will cure every thing 
that is wrong; but I believe you are already persuaded, it 
would often have avery good influence. And I fear, it is 
the secret desire of indulging some irregularities without such 
a restraint, that, infamous as such a victory is, hath driven 
out family-pray er from several houses where it was once 
maintained, and hath excluded it from others. But if you 
have any secret disinclination of heart rising against it in this 
view, it becomes you seriously to take the alarm; for, to 
speak plainly, I have hardly known a blacker symptom of 


damnation, than a fear of being restrained in the commission 
of oille 
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- After this it may seem a matter of smaller importance, to 
urge the good influence which a proper discharge of family 
duty may have upon your own temporal affairs ; both by 
restraining you from many evils and engaging you to a pro- 
per conduct yourself, and also by impressing your children 
and servants with a sense of religion. And it is certain, 
the more careful they are of their duty to Gop the more 
likely they wiil to be perform their duty to you. Nor can 
any thing strengthen your natural authority among them more 
than your presiding in such solemnities, if supported bya 
suitable conduct. But I would hope, nobler motives will 
have a superior weight. And therefore, waving this topic, 
I entreat you as the last argument to consider, 

The influence it may have on a general reformation and 
on the propagation of religion to those who are yet unborn. 
You ought to consider every child and servant in your fami- 
ly, as one who may be a source not only of life but (in some 
degree) of character and happiness to those who are hereafter 
to arise into being ; yea, w hese conduct may in part effect 
those that are to descend from them in the followi ing genera- 
tion.. If they grow up while under your eye ignorant of 
religion, they will certainly be much less capable of teaching 
it to others; for these are the years of discipline and if they 
be neglected now, there is little probability of their receiving 
after instruction. Nor is this all the evil consequence ; for 
it is highly probable that they will think themselves authorized 
by your example to a like negligence and so you may entail 
heathenism under disregarded christian forms, on your de- 
scendants and theirs in ages to come. Whereas your dili- 
gence and zeal might be remembered and imitated by them, 
perhaps when you are in your = egal ; and the stock which 
they first received from you, might with rich improvements 
be communicated to great numbers, so that one generation 
after another might learn to fear and serve the Lorp. On 
the whole, Gop only knows what.a church may arise from 
one godly family, what a harvest may spring up from a sin- 
gle seed ; and on the other hand, it is impossible to say, how 
many souls may at length perish by the treacherous neglect 
of a single person, and to speak plainly, by your own. 

These, Sir, are the arguments I had to plead with you, and 
which [have selected out of many more: And now give me 
leave seriously to ask you, as in the presence of Gon, whe- 
ther there be not on the whole an unanswe erable force in them f 
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And if there be, what follows, but that you immediately yield 


to that force, and set up family-worship this very day. For 
methinks, I would hardly thank you for a resolution to do it 


to-morrow, so little do I expect from that resolution, how 
can you excuse yourself in the continued omission * Bring 


the matter before Gop. He will be the final judge of it ; and 


if you cd¥mot debate the question as in his presence, it isa 
sign of a bad cause, and of a bad heart too; which ts con- 
scious of the badness of the cause, and yet will not give it 
up, nor comply with a duty, of your obligations to which 
you are secretly convinced, and yet in effect : say, “ I willgo 
on in this sin, and venture the consequence.” Oh it is a 
dreadful venture, and will be found in effect provoking the 
Lord to jealousy, as if you were stronger than he. 


(To be concluded in our next.) 
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For the New-York Missionary Magazine. 
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ON CHRIST’S PRAYER IN THE GARDEN 


Orn blessed Saviour, on the night preceding his crucifixion, 
was Inan agony, and prayed that. if it were possible, the cup 
might pass ‘from him. What this cup was, which Christ 
rayed so earnestly might pass from him if it might be the 
wili of the Father, is of importance to be understood. If 
it meant some peculiar distresses he felt, while in the garden, 
it will not appear that the near prospect of his sufferings on 
the cross, were what so greatly overwhelmed his holy soul. 
But if the cup meant the sufferings he endured, when he 
made his soul an offering for sin, his agony and prayer m the 
garden will naturally lead to the conclusion, that there must 
have been something very peculiar and extreme in the suf- 
ferings of Christ, when he bore, in his own body, the sins 
of his people on the tree. If the atonement made for sin 
consisted. in the active obedience of Christ unto death—if 
nothing further than this were necessary to an atonement, 
it will be difficult to admit, that the near prospect of death, 
even by crucifixion, shigttid: sO agitate the mind of the mighty 
and glori ious Saviour. But if it were necessary, that Christ 
should have that feeling and pungent sense of the awful dis- 
pleasure of a holy Ged against sin and sinners, which, con- 
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sidering the infinite dignity of his person and character, 
would manifest a divine anger to an equal degree with the 
threatenings of his holy law ; a near prospect of this, together 
with the beginnings of the hiding of God’s face from him, 
might occasion all that agony and distress, which he under- 
went just before he was apprehended by his enemies. And 
Christ’s observation to the chief priests and elders, who 
came to take him, favors the idea, that this was in fact the 


case. For he says tothem, Luke xxii. 53. this is your hour, 


and the power of darkness. 

We are not left without evidence, it is apprehended, that 
the cup, which Christ prayed, were it possible might pass 
from him, meant more especially the sufferings which he 
endured on the cross, when he was sacrificed for his people. 
For, on Peter’s smiting the high priest’s servant, Christ 
checks him with these words, John xvili. 11. “the cup 
which my Father hath given me, shail I not drink it!” An- 
other evangelist, in describing this awful and affecting scene, 
tells us, Mark xiv. 35. that in that sorrow of soul, with 
which the holy Jesus was seized a little before he was be- 
trayed, he went forward, and fell on the ground and prayed 
that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 
The words of the Saviour’s prayer, he then mentions were, 
“take away this cup from me.” It is hence manifest, that 
the sacred historian understood the Agur and the cup, which 
Christ prayed might pass from him, te mean one and the 
same thing. Andhe tellsus, ver. 41. that Christ came, and 
said to the disciples, “ it is enough, the hour is come: behold 
the Son of man zs betrayed into the hands of sinners.” Mat- 
thew, in relating what Christ said to Peter, on his drawing 
his sword and smiting, has the Saviour’s words thus, chap. 
xxvi. 53, 54. “ thinkest thou that I cannot now pray to my 
Father, and he shall presently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels? bu ct how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled 
that thus it must be.” It is said, John xii. 27. that Christ 
expressed himself ae ‘‘ now is my soul troubled: and 
what shall I say? Father save me from this hour: but for 
this cause came [ to this hour.” fic had just before, been 
speaking of his death and resurrection under the similitude 


of acorn of wheat falling into the ground and dying, &c. 


which renders it evident, that the hour, in a prospect ol 
which his soul was troubled, was the hour of his death. 
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« From these several accounts of the evangelists it is 
manifest, 

1. That the hour and the cup from which the Saviour 
prayed to be delivered, are the same. Mark tells us that 
Christ fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possi- 
ble, the Agur might pass from him, and that the Father 
would take away the cup from him: and again, a little for- 
ward, that Christ told his disciples, that the Aour, which he 
prayed might pass from him, was come. 

2. That neither the cup, nor the our which he prayed 
might pass from him, meant any particular evil, which then 
immediately threatened him while in the garden, the fear, or 
sense, or apprehension of which occasioned his bitter ago- 
ny. For, after this agony, he rebukes Peter for attempting 
to defend him by force, and says, * the cup which my Fa- 
ther hath given me shalf I not drink it?” The cup was not 
taken away, but he had yet to drink it. The hour which 
Christ prayed might pass from him, did not pass; nor was 
the cup taken from him. 

On comparing the several passages of scripture above re- 
ferred to, it appears that, as the Aowr and the cup mentioned 
in the Saviour’s prayer, meant the same, and the evils im- 
plied by the terms Were spoken of after he was apprehended 
by his enemies, as being yet future—yet to be endured ; it 
must have been the sufferings inflicted on him when he made 
Ais soul an offering for sin, he so earnestly prayed might, if 
possible, be averted from him. 

But, respecting this prayer of the Saviour, we are to ob- 
serve, that it was far from being unconditional. It did not 
imply that, on the whole, all things considered, it was his 
wish or prayer to be saved from these sufferings. He said 
he could have prayed the Father, and he would presently 
have given him more than twelve legions of angels: but 
then, the scriptures could not be fulfilled. But his nature, 
though perfectly pure and holy, exceedingly dreaded the suf- 
ferings before him. ‘This is implied in the expressions he 
used on that occasion, to his disciples—‘ The spirit truly is 
ready, but the flesh is weak.” Had his distress and agony 


itl a near view of these sufferings been concealed, his disci 


ples would never had such advantage to conceive and esti- 
mate the greatness of those sufferings of the Son of God, 


which were necessary to expiate sin. Further, it is of. 
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26 An Original Letier of Dr. Horne. 

eminent use to the disciples of Christ, and ever will be, to 
have before their eyes, so perfect and glorious an example 
of entire resignation to the will of God, under every evil 
they feel or fear, and affords a pattern of that submission, 
with which we are to ask any favor of God, even the pardon 
of sin and the salvation of our souls. If Christ prayed to 
be delivered from sufferings, infinitely undeserved by him, 
with the most perfect submission to the will of the Father, 
surely, when we pray to be saved from a destruction, which 
we infinitely deserve, it ought to be submissively, and with 
the same spirit whic ‘h appeared sq lovely and glorious in the 
Saviour. 

But nothing represents the impossibility of sinners 
saved without an atonement, 
light as the impossibility, it appears, there in fact was, that 
the cup of Christ’s sufferings should pass from him. Here 
then, we may all read the infallible certainty of the final dé. 
struction of such as die in unbelief; and the impossibi lity that 
any sinner should finally escape the execution of the curse, 
who does not embrace Christ as the Lord his righteousness. 
Were it in any measure consistent with the character and 
glory of God to pass by iniquity, and pardon sin without an 
atonement, the cup of Chri ist’s suffering, mig/t possibly have 
passed fi fromhim, And were it posszble any thing ever found 
m a sinner should be a ground of his acceptance with God, 
the cup certainly would have passed from Christ. “ For if 
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” 
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Coll. Fuly 12 if, 1733. 
MY DEAREST CHARLES, 


Asi it has pleased God, who orders every thing for the best, 
to separate us for a time, so that we cannot pass our hours 
together, as we used to do, in reading the Holy Scriptures, 
and talking one to another of the things God has done for us, 
and requires us $i do for him, we have nothing left but to 
pray earnestly for each other, that we fall not into temptation, 
and communicate our thoug ghts in writing for the establish- 
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ment of our faith. Be hot discouraged, my beloved friend, 
at what has happened. It is not this, or that person, that 
has taken you irom us, but he who orders and disposes all 
events according'to his infinite wisdom, and unbounded love. 
And this, you may depend upon it, is done for great and 
glorious purposes; at least for the trial of your own faith, 
that being more precious than gold, it may come out bri oht- 
er from the furnace of temptation. ‘There are two wetllbe 
the encmy has of attacking the children of God, threatening 
ancl alluring. One of these the strength from above has ena- 
bled you to stand, and fear not but the same strength will 
make you more than conqueror over the other. The God who 
deliv ered you out of the paws of the lion, and the bear, and 


the um ‘ircumcised Philistine, wilt (if Vv ou-contine ually pray to > 


him) balalite vou to dash from your lips, untasted, the gilded 
cup of pleasure and vanity, now offered and pressed upon 
vou by the world, to charm your faith to sleep, and rob you 
of the jewel of ev erlasting salvation. O keep a watchful eye 
upon this mother of fornication, and let her not bewitch you 
avith her sorceries, as she does the kings and great ones of 
the earth. When you went from hence, the world, I know, 
had no charms for you; its cares, honors, and pleasures were 
2s insipid to you, as the kingdom of God and his righteous 
ness are to others: and when alone in your little garden, with 
a Bible in your hand, no person, I am well assured, could 
more heartily subscribe that sentence of the blessed apostle, 
‘“ Having food and raiment, let us be therewith content.” 
This happy temper of mind, my dearest Charles, keep and 
hold fast. . Remember it was formed upon thorough convic- 
tion and sound judgment, in the hours when you were best 
disposed to understand and settle the true value of ‘things. 
Let not therefore any supposed highness of spirits, occasion- 
ed by worldly joys and pleasures, “make you alter an opinion 
grounded upon the ev erlasting truth of the Almighty God, 
F or the world, whatever face it may put on, on this side of 
the water or the other, is nothing but fuel for the fire of ven- 
geance. Remember that.all the saints of God were stranger 
in the foreign country of this world, foreign indeed to ae 
heirs of glory ! they confessed themselves pilgrims and so- 
journers, without any possession, but a burying place. And, 
O remember (for it is worthy to be engraved with the point 
of a diamond upon your heart for ever 1) that He who made 
the world and therefore best knew its true value, choseto 














eee. a Se - . 
Pe rn ae oe 
PST IS IPA AS © 
























wa wren ig [te Shes = 
{4 ’ pes 






rr & atm le Sila instant ge icin don ar inh seis SUE RN or tan 
: popes =i wee ~ — 
Cs = aia 









parte aataeae e 
ms 






: a Ss sr ee 2 






ae i Ai lity 
ap D5 hn Pome Pee 










Katia nite. 
a 
= 


ETI 
Sa 
= >» 


iid eseadso-oas-pangticmmrineonanseae acne ee ein oe — 
soomeeeeies ae ae a . 
= a <i. oa 7ey =e —s Ben! - 
Ss : ~ oe it a en a 
Ss aE: 7 or ~ ores. oy nen F 


ee ee a ee ee 


—9 rs 


ee ae 
ae een 


ae sad ~—- c 
: cd ee ee ee So 








ed. a eel 
Sheen TR win in *~ 







<3 Se0R ra 
nw je deine ieee de se wns Ph orale 


had you been with the three children in the fiery furnace. 
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have nothing. from it-—but its abuse and reproaches. Be- 
strong, ther efor e, my much loved friend and brother, be 
strong, not in yourself, but in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might. Besides frequent ejaculations, whatever you are 
about, to the throne of grace, fail not, at any rate, to steal 
some portion of each day, for reading, meditation, and pray- 
er. Readthe Blessed Book, the fountain of all comfort, and 
apply by faith to yourself what you meet with there. Digest 
the heavenly food by meditation, and then turn it into pray- 
er for its accomplishment in you. forget not a daily exami- 
nation of the state of your soul, that you may know what 
temptations are most prevailing, ‘and wrestle with the Angel 
of the Covenant for a blessing on your endeavors to overcome 
them. Pray with the same earnestness you would haye dene; 





When you are assaulted by pride, vanity, and ‘lust, look 
down into the grave and see yourself the food of worms and 
serpents; when you are perplexed with doubt, fear, and 
anxiety, look up to heaven and see Jesus standing: at the right 
handof God. That this same Jesus, who is ever ready to 
succour them that are tempted, haying been tempted himself 
with all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them— 
that he may preserve you unhurt and unspotted in the midst 
of this evil and adulterous generation, and present you fault- 
less, in the robes of his perfect righteousness, before the 
presence of his Father with exceeding joy—is a prayer offer- 
ed up in the same earnestness of supplication, with which he 
prays for his own soul, by, my dearest Charles, 
Your affectionate brother in the faith of Christ, 
G. Horne. 
0 Mr. Charles Poynz, Spa, Germany. 


REVIEW OF PETER EDWARDS ON BAPTISM. 


[From the London Evangelical Magazine. ] 
CANDID REASONS FOR RENOUNCING THE PRINCIPLES OF 


ANTIPADOBAPTISM. 
BY PETER EDWARDS, 


Several Years Pastor of a Baptist @hurch at Portsea, Hants. 





7. is perhaps impossible to review a book of a controversial 
Nature without giving offence to one side or other of the ques- 
tion ; even though the greatest care may be taken to offend 


Review of Peter Edwards on Baptism. 29 


neither ; and besides, it is more than probable, that an hon- 
est reviewer may have an opinion of his own on the subject. 
However, keeping that out of sight, as far as possible, we 
shall endeavor to give a just representation of the reasons 
here assigned for renouncing the principles of Antipxdobap- 
tism. ‘The writer seems to be thoroughly acquainted with 
the nature and extent of his subject, and to havea clear 
view of all the consequences that may arise from the various 
arguments urged either for or against infant baptism; and 
has certainly given a new turn to the controversy, while he 
has brought forward some new, and much important matter, 
in such a form, as undoubtedly calls for the very serious at- 
tention of those gentlemen who oppose infant baptism. He 
writes with great perspicuity, and reasons with much force, 
and with no little effect. He fairly states those interesting 
points, which are equally admitted on both sides,—such as 
these; that the baptism of believing adults is right and 
proper—that every individual who believes, may and ought 
to be baptized—that infants are not capable of believing. 
The question then is not concerning the baptism of adults, 
nor the baptism of bekevers, nor yet, whether znfants are 
capable of faith; for im these matters all are agreed; but the 
question is solely this, Are znfants to be baptized, or not? 
That our common readers, for whose benefit we chiefly 
write, may understand this statement of the subject, and. 
our author’s mode of reasoning, we shall set before them 
the following specimen. The Baptists say, The Scriptures 
require faith and repentance in order to baptism. Mr. Ed- 
wards says, Granted freely: The Baptists affirm, That in- 
fants have not faith or repentance. Mr. Edwards answers, 
Granted freely. The Baptists then urge, That infants, 
therefore, are not proper subjects of baptism. Mr. Ed- 
wards denies this assertion and rejects it, because no one 
ever urged baptism on the faith of infants, and because the 
faith of infants enters not at allinto the question: And, were 
it necessary, Mr. Edwards would further sluderate the 
subject in the following manner: —The Baptists attack the 
Jew Sy and say, The Scriptures require faith in order to cir- 
cumcision. The Jew answers, Granted freely. Then the 
Daptists say, But male infants of eight days old had not 
faith. The Jew answers again, Granted freely. The Bap- 
tists then go on, and say, Male infants of eight days old, 

therefore, were not proper subjects of circumcision. The 
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Jew answers with ardor, and justly too, I deny that asser- 
tion, because none ever rested circumcision on the faith 
of an igfant eight days old, nor does the faith of infants 
at all enter into the question. Here then it evidently appears, 
that, if neither circumcision nor baptism was ever ‘grounded 
on the faith of infants, the arguments for or against the right 
of infants to these ordinances must be drawn from sources 
that: have nothing to do with their faith. 

The question therefore 1s, Are infants to be baptized, or 
not? ‘he Baptists say, No; and then assign their reasons: 
All of which Mir. Edwards reduces to two: First, That 2 
person, who has a right to a positive enstitute, must be ex- 
pressly mentioned as having that right; éut infants are not 


so mentioned, and there fore have not that right. This-argus 


ment Mr. Edwards considers as a mere ‘assumption as 
not allowed by any class. of men,——nor owned by the Bap- 


tists themscives, as of any real force, in admitting women > 


to the Lord’s Supper. Here some things are introduced, 
respecting the controversy as managed by. Mr. Booth, which 
certainly require an explicit answer. 

Their second ar gument is,——Lhat the Scriptures require 
Jath and repentance as requisite to baptism; but as infants 
cannot have these, they are not proper subjects of baptism. 
That faith and repentance are required, in order to baptism, 
Mr. Edwards allows; but, “ I ask,” says he, “ of whom? 
‘Lhe answer must be—Of adults; koi the Scriptures never 
require them of infants, in order to any thing. ‘The argu- 
ment then will be this—The Scriptures require faith and 
repentance of adults, in order to baptism. Now, you see, 
infants are gone, they have nothing to do with the argu- 


nent.” Then Mr. Edwards goes on to show that the argu- 
ment ‘is altc ogether fallacious, and points out wherein its fal. 
facy consists; and this we think, he has completely dene, 
whether h le supports his main hy pothesis ornot. ‘The lait 
force of the a: rg ument, and its consequences, he expresses 
in a few words: * Infants,” say the Baptists, *¢‘ must not 


be baptized, because infants have not faith. ‘ He that be- 
lieveth, and is as tose shall be saved.’ Something is said 
of baptism that cannot agree to infants;—faith goes before 
baptisp1; and. as none oe adults are capable of believing, 
£0 no others are capable of baptism.’ ” But “ If infants must 
not be baptized, ” savs Mr. Edwards, *“ because something 
is said of baptism which docs not agree to infants ; then, by 
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the same rule, infants must not be saved, because something 
is said of salvation which docs not agree to infants. As 
none but adults are capable of believing, so (by the argu- 
ments of the Baptists) none but adults are capable of salvation: 
For~—He that believeth not, shall be damned.” - But the 
whole of Mr. Edwards’s reasoning, on this point, merite. 
all attention. - 

However, the question still remains, Are infants to be 
baptized?) Mr. Edwards says, Yes; and assigns the follow- 
ing reasons: First, God has constituted, in his church, the 
membership of infants, and admitted them to it by a religi- 
ous rite. This ts shown at large from the Jewish dispensa- 


tion; and it is granted by the Baptists themselves, that ine 


fant’ children were admitted members of the Jewish Church. 
Next, the church membership of infants was never set aside, 
either by the authority of God, or ef inspired men; but 
continues in full force, under the sanction of God, to the 
present day. ‘This Mr. Edwards proves by a variety of 
clear and authentic arguments, which will both instruct and 
entertain the reader; while he will find that the right of 
infants, in this respect, under the Christian dispensation, 
is acknowledged both by our Lord and his Aposiles. And 
to talk of their exclusion, without express and positive lan. 
guage, would be very absurd indeed, ina case, where so. 
much stress is laid upon positive and express language. 


Here Mr. Edwards pushes home his reasoning: .“* As God 


has constituted infants church members, they. should be. 


received to membership, because God has constituted it. 
And since infants must be received to membership, they 
must be received without baptism, or with it: But none 
must be received without baptism; and therefore, as infante 
nust be received according toa divine command, they must 
of necessity be baptized. Hence it is clear, that, under 


the Gospel, infants are still continued, exactly in the same. 


relation to God and his Church, in which they were Origi- 
nally placed under all former dispensations, and _particu- 
larly under the Jewish Church.” 

After Mr. Edwards has closed bis main arguments, there 
follows an Appendix, containing, “ A Short Method with 
the Baptists.” Here it must be naturally expected, that some 
of the foregoing arguments will be introduced again, for the 
sake of the Short Method. It would therefore be absurd 
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to make it an objection against his book, that Mr. Edwards 
repeats his argumnents.—He does so, with great propriety, 
with deliberate design, and for a special end. ‘Till those 
arguments, which he has repeated, be clearly refuted, the 
pointless darts, thrown by feeble arms, are not worth re- 
garding. 

It has been intimated by some, that Mr. Edwards, in 
animadyverting on the writings of Mr. Booth, uses language 
too severe mee) harsh, and that he has recourse to unjust 
representations. ‘There is no accounting for the different 
feelings of men, in points that respect more things than they 
chuse to own, and wherein they are much interested. We 
presume not therefore, to decide on charges of this kind. 





If Mr. Edwards has indulged himself in improper severities, § 


_-Mr.-Beoth’s answer will acquire reputation by a fair and 

just statement of such follies. If Mr. Edwards has really 
said any thing that is not true, or has’been unjust in his re- 
presentations, Mr. Booth, so far as his own arguments are 
concerned, is obliged to him; for his task, in answering, 
will be rendered much euaiey, and his refutations cannot 
fail of being acceptable to a virtuous public. At all events, 
an answer wi!l be expected from Mr. Booth, or some of 


his friends. 








Religious Gntellugence. 


We rejoice to communicate to our Readers the following 
highly interesting Paper. 


REPORT CONCERNING THE STATE OF RELIGION 
IN FRANCE. 


he 








‘2 Members composing the Deputation formed by the 
Directors of the Missionary Society, for the purpose of vi- 
siting France, in order to the publication of the New Testa- 
ment, and the Essay on its Divine Authority ; and also to 
procure such information of the actual state of religion in 
that country, as may assist the Society to form a discreet 
judgment resnecting the most eligible means of promoting 
the interests of Ber e Christianity therein, have the satisfac- 
tion to submitio them the process and result of their Mission. 
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They deem it, however, incumbent on them, in the first 
place, to record their grateful testimony to the goodness of 
God, not only for their safe preservation, but also for having 
prospered seks way by preparing and disposing suitable in- 
struments to promote their object, whose-fr iendship has prov- 
ed of- considerable advantage ; particularly, as it has been 
the medium of .iroducing them to persons of respectable 
station and influence, who have received them with cordiali- 
ty, highly approv ed the benevolence and utility of their de- 
sign, greatly encouraged them by assurances of its prebable 
success, and their co-operation to promote it. 

Bearing on their minds the immediate object of their mis- 
sion, which was the Translation of the Essay*, and its cir- 


_culation with the New Testament through France, they have —- — 


taken measures for its accomplishment, bnd have the pleasure 
to inform the Directors, that they have succeeded’ beyond 
their expectations. It will afford them satisfaction to learn, 
that God has graciously disposed the heart of a respectable 
member of the legislative assembly to take a lively interest in 
our cause ; in consequence of which, he voluntarily offered 
his services to translate the Essay, and is now assiduously 
engaged therein, receiving according to his own declaration, 
increasing edification ashe proceeds. ‘I'he Society, we be- 
lieve, may calculate on the future services of this gentleman, 
in any proper measures to promote the Protestant cause ; and 
he feels so much animated by the account of the design and. 
proceedings of our Institution, as to have formed the inten- 
tion of being present at our next annual solemnities. 

But it is not in the French language only, that the Society 
is likely to. be instrumental in the circulation of the New Tes- 
tament and of the Essay,— it is highly probable, that at the 
present moment the latter is under translation into the Italian 
language, by another individual, whom God has raised up 
and filled:;with zeal against the errors of the Popish commun- 
ion. The Directors willlearn with pleasure, that an Italian 
Bishop has expressed his disinterested desire to serve theft 
cause in this way ; and it waits only theér own determination 
to give full effect to his zealous disposition. This dignitary 
of the Romish see, in the early periods of the revolution, 

directed his enlightened efforts against the pretensions of the 


” A Review of this, will be given in our next, 
K 






























PROS Le en 
es 





a 


ws 





deer oP ce CMe (tet ager tee es Gipnae oe ai Ke Ve gy 
eens 
= 


deuk: . 
ter 
eee 
A eddlise take te 
* » ' 


rhe pty entre Ot 








ai 























ew, 


a - 
PE SPE meer gis nimcenncty rT 

















34 Relizi gus Intell TENCE. 


Papacy, and for three years suffered imprisonment, as weff 
as the loss of his worldly substance. Feeling strane ot 
account of the abominations of Popery, he appears ready to 
lend his utmest assistance to diffuse the purer principles of 
the Protestant faith. 

Another member of the legislative body, a zealous pro- 
testant, and who appears eminently devoted to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, entered most cordially into ourviews. He lamented 
the want of faithful and zealous ministers; and on our ex- 
pressing a-hope, that our Society might be sat Si to edu- 
cate some truly devoted and zealous young men for the exer- 
cise of the ministry in France, said, ‘* That he thought he 
could find-out, in the south, six young men, truly devoted 

and spiritual, whom he would send over to. England, ts be 
srained. up shoes forthe service of the Protestants in France ;’ 
and he waits the direction of the Society tor the accomplish- 
mentof this purpose. 

‘Lhe resolution of the Society was limited tothe New Tes- 
tament; because, it was concluded that the addition of the 
Old: would occasion an inconvenient expenditure of its funds, 
it being understood that they were to be distributed gratui- 
tously ; but on this subject, as well as others, the minds of 
the deputation were every day receiving more just and com- 
prehensive information ; and they have now thé satisfaction 
to say, that the Directors are likely to have the opportunity 
of printing and circulating the whole Scriptures, as well as 
the dissay, and other Protestant works, to a very great ex- 
tent, seichtnat any eventual expence to the Society ; and al- 
though we would not too strongly indulge this expectation, yet 
the following circumstance, among others, may-in some de- 
gree encourage it. 

In Paris, it required a search among the booksellers of four 
days, to find a single Bible :—we fear this is also the awful 
situation of the greater part of France, and other countries 
formerly connected with the see of Rome. ‘Lhe report of an 


Intention to publish it, produced an application from one book- 


seller for 1500 copies ;: and we found on calculation,, that the 
sale of 5000 copies, on his terms, would leave some advan- 
iage to the Society. ‘This bookseller being at Catholic, it was 
supposed, that he might be enquiring for their edition of the 
Scriptures ; but he stated, that it was the Protestant Scrip- 
tures tuat he wanted, and for the purpose of selling them te 
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the Gatholics, who were eager to procure them, in preference : 


to their own. 
That the Directors may form a judgment as to the proba- 


ble extent in which the Scriptures, and the works of the best. 


Protestant authors may be circulated, it may be necessary to 
state to them the information received from a gentleman who 
was formerly in one of the highest departments of state in 
Sardinia. Prompted by his approbation of the object, and. 
desirous to-promote its success, he communicated the follow- 
ing intelligence :—that in Dissaweuh t, and other Popish coun- 
ries, the Bible was prohibited, under the penalty of eternal 
damnation; but that since their union with France, Protest- 
antism. is not only tolerated, but its worship is public ; and. 





that the benevolent views of the Socicty would méet with 
the greatest success, if prosecuted. with order and wisdom. 
In Piedmont, and especially at ‘Turin, there are a;conpider- 
able number of Genevans who would assist it, as weil as 
most of the literary characters of the country. Hesides 
books, he recommends, that well instructed, prudent, and 
discerning missionaries be sent. ‘here wiil be an equal 
opportunity of spreading instruction into the Cisalpine re- 
public, and from thence into Tuscany. Books and mission- 
aries would also, he states, be received with enthusiasm at 
Naples ; and this would prepare the way to Rome itself.— 
Without entering into further detail of the plan which he 
suggests, the Directors will. perceive the immense scope 
which Divine Providence has prepared for the exertions of 
Christian benevolence, in the cause of the blessed Redeemer: 
indeed, the moral effects praduced over a very extensive and 
pop sulous pats of Europe, by the late conflict ‘of the nations, 
are so evident and important, as not to be overlooked with- 
out leapietys and the iacilities for the introduction of. the 
gospel , are so gre eatly increased, as to Invite, and even de- 
nand the earnest prayers and unwearied efforts of the disci- 
ples of Christ, to improve to the utmost so interesting a 
dispensation. It 1s extremely manifest, that a wide door is 
opened for the gospel ; and it willbe a great privilege and 
honor, if the Missionary Society should, in any degree, be- 
come instrumental in making it an effectual one. . ‘The ope- 
rations of Divine Provix lence, in rendering the politica al con- 
vulsions of - a subservient to his superior plan of 
wisdom and gr: in relation to the kingdom of the Mes- 


siah, has mn «Hg been more apparent than in the publiy 
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events which have lately occurred ; yet it is mot by great 
political arrangements only, but also by moral impressions 
upon the minds of those whose authority controuls the affairs - 
of nations, that the duty of Christian Societies is pointed 
out and enforced. This observation admits of an appropriate 
application. 
The Protestant cause is considered by the present govern 
ment of France, to be favorable to its stability: the appre- 
| hension of danger is from the party attached to Popery ; the 
iy government, therefore, is on its guard with respect to the 
1 latter, but is well disposed to the former ; this is demonstra- 
ted by its appointments to stations of political importance, 
or to oficés of magistracy. An occurrence which happened 
on the return of the deputation will illustrate this remark. 
They had been-imformed that, in one of the departments 
through which they had to pass, there were 2 number of 
their Protestant brethren destitute of a pastor; conceiving 
it to be their duty to visit them, m order to rouse and ani- 
mate them, they staid for one day im that district. The use 
ful friend who accompanied them, bemg acquainted with the 
| prefect, called on him, and informed him of their design in 
hie | coming to France ; this great officer entered with much zeal 
! { into the subject, highly approved of the measure, strongly 
i ae 
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recommended the Protestants to exert themselves, and pro- 
mised them a church and a house, both well repaired, for 
the use of the minister whom they might get appointed. 
| ‘This circumstance beimg made known to two of the Protest- 

| ants residing there, whose minds had previously been filled 

| with gloomy ‘apprehensions as to the state of religion, it had : 
such an enlivening influence upon them, as to induce them : 
| to pledge themselves, to furnish a very liberal ‘support to any 
Protestant minister who would settle amiong them ; and ex- 
pressed their undoubting persuasion, that the church would 
soon be filled with such Catholics as would willingly contri- 
bute to the support of a Protestant ministry. ‘T’his last sen- 
timent, which is of very ‘great importance, appears to be 
well founded. It is highly probable, that an energetic mini- <i 
stry, in which the great principles of the gospel should be : 
powerfully inculcated, would be numerously attended by the 
Catholics in various, if not in all: parts of France. Indeed, 
the religion of Rome, unsupported by extensive funds, and 
destitute of civil power, seems fast verging towards its fall : 
the activity of its priests, who, by writings and other means, 
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are endeavoring to revive its interests, may, however, suc- 
ceed, if no proper attempts are made to introduce imto its 
place a purer system ; because the mtellectual principle m 
man, conscious of its immortal destiny, feels the necessity 
of some religion, whereon its anxieties may repose, and will 
therefore lean upon a false one in the absence of the trae. 
This anxious feelmg of the mind atter the true religion, seems 
to be increasing m France. Disgusted with the supersti- 
tions of Popery, they betook themselves to the principles of 
infidelity, and have proved them to be imsufficient for their 
happiness, as well as pernicious in their tendency. The day 
of infidelity and of superstition is closimg, and as soon as 
the sun of righteousness arises, they will be chased into_ 











eternal darkness, their native region. It may be added also, 
that the Protestant reiigion would be supported by a consi- 
derable portion ‘of the people, who, bemg friendly to the 
principles of civil hberty, conceive that a natural alliance 
subsists between these, whilst that of the Papal is supposed 
tobe in hostility thereto. This is therefore that ‘political 
and moral state of thmgs in France and its dependencies, 
which the directors will probably consider as a distinguishing 
character of a dispensation favorable to the interest of true 
religion; and therefore designed to be a signal to sg 
‘and especially to christian societies, mm order to engage th 
utmost ‘energies to improve it. 

The members of the deputation now proceed to state, 
that God has been pleased to render their visit to France 
the occasion of’ exciting already a very considerable imputse 
in the minds of many in favor of geriuine Christianity. The 
objects of the institution, andthe disinterested philanthropy 
to which they attributed their visit, had a powerfal effect 
on them, and awakened ‘a train of ideas which were ‘either 
entirely new, ‘or ‘had long Jam dormant im ‘their minds. 
They soon formed the project of communicating theirvicws 
and feelings to ‘others, and we believe that, at this time, 
n correspondence is opening with ‘the Protestants in every 
‘part of ‘France, ‘with a -view to form a general and useful 
organization of ‘the whole ‘body, m order ‘to revive the long 
pérsectited ‘interest of ‘trae religion, and extend them on 
every side; ‘but'they' feel their:need of the advice'and assist- 
ance of the Society 1 in 'the commencement of their efforts, 
and ate disposed, ‘in retarn, to co-operate in all the mea- 
-Sutes which may be'recommendedias likely to:promote our 
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great object. What these measures ought to be, becomes 
therefore an important subject to be considered. Probably 
the directors will coincide in the conviction which this visit 
to France has produced on our own minds—That, depend- 
ing on the blessing of God, the Bible, and an evangelical 
ministry, are the principal things requisite to promote the 
cause of the Redeemer in that country ; and it will probably 
be the distinguished honor of the Missionary Society to be 
the means of ‘distributing the word of God in avery exten- 


sive degree through France and its dependencies, which 


appear to be now nearly destitute thereof; and this one cir- 
cumstance will impress upon it a character of usefulness, 
which will afford to the mind a source of perpetual joy and 
thanksgiving. It is also h hoped, _it will be _in-_their- 


“pv welt 


——-tortind out and recommend to the brethren in France, some 


ministers, whose knowledge of the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel, and experience of their power, may fit them for 
eminent usefulness ; but so great is the want of suitable 
ministers in these populous and extensive regions, that, with- 
out an interposition of Providence in a way at present un- 
known, there must long remain a great deficiency in this 
respect. ‘To lay the foundation of supplying this, as far as 
circumstances permit, it may probably be of essential ser- 
vice to select a few young men of the French nation, whose 
hearts may be inclined to the service of God, for the pur- 
pose of giving them such fall and ¢ appropriate instructions, 
as may fit them ior the Christian ministry in their own coun- 
try. It appears, moreov er, to be a matter of great import- 
ance, that a member of the Society, or a friend in close 
connection with it, should reside in Paris, for the exercise 
of his ministry among the Protestants there, whose number 
is estimated at from thirty to forty thousand, and who, it is 
feared, are deplorably ignorant as to the nature and effects 
of the religion which they pe ofess. It may be necessary, 

in the first instance, to conduct the service in the English 
language ; but the principal design is, to preach eventually 
in that of the French, not only to Protestants but to Catho- 
lics also. This measure ap opeared sO important in its nature, 
so honorable to the Soci ety, _and so essential in various views 


to the interests of religion throughout France, that the per- 

suasion has been mawiged: that the friends of the Society in 
England would cheerfully extend their liberal aid to support 
if, and on this ground, the members of the deputation have 











=, 4. ‘fiat the Weasures already taken for the Translation of the 


_a publication of the nature of the Evangelical Magazine, the 
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instituted an enquiry concerning the price of one of the 
churches, well adapted for this purpose ; the result of which, 
we expect very shortly to lay before the directors. 

Another means for promoting the success of the gospel im 
France, we conceive would be the circulation of various Pro- 
testant works, explaining and impressing the leading princi- 
ples, and beneficial éffects of Christianity ; and especially by 





profits whereof should be applied to the relief of the widows 
of Protestant ministers in that country ; or to the education 
of young men for the ministry, as may appear best. On 
these grounds the adoption of the following resolutions is re- 
commended to the directors :— 








Essay, and its Circulation by Sale, as well.as the Printing 
and Sale of the New Testament, be confirmed. 
NV. B. 2000 of each are ordered ; the cost of which will b 
be about 115]. % 
That the Committee be authorized to direct the following Bs 
Books to be printed and circulated by Sale, for account of et 


eS Se. 








the Missionary Society, viz. Hy 
2090 Bibles and Testaments, which willcost about £. 625 0 0 A: 
$000 Watt’s lst Catechisms, which will cost about 800 
5000 Ditto 2d ditto - - - - - 20 0 0 ; 
5000 Assembly’s Catechisms - - - - 25 00 2 
4000 New Cechiiare! in the Italian language - 100.0 0 & 
2000 Ofthe Essay | ditto - . 70 09 
Z£,. 848 00 a 





‘i 


That a Committee be formed for taking into Considera- 
tion the best means by which a Periodica) Publication, si- 
milar to the Evangelical Magazine, could be formed and 
conducted in France. 

4, ‘That an Application be made for six suitable Persons to 
be sent over to England, to receive Instructions under the 
Patronage of our Society, with a view to the exercise of 
the Protestant Ministry in France. 

5. That an Address from our Society to the Protestants in 
France, tending to call forth their exertions in the cause 
of the Redeemer, be formed by the Committee of Cor- 
respondence. 

6. ‘That the Rev. Samuel Tracy be appointed the Agent of 
our Society in Paris, for six months to come; ‘and that 
he he considered as havin 1g acted in that capacity from the 
commencement of his urfival in that city. 

(Signed by the Committee.) 
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The Editors are informed, that the above Resolutions 
were unanimously passed ; and they partake of the satisfac- 
tion which the prospect of extending the interests of pure 
Christianity in France, and its dependencies, will undoubt- 
edly diffuse among Christians in every part of our highly fa- 
vored country. 





Ran RTS 
ACCOUNTS FROM MORAVIAN MISSIONARIES, 


——aP + Ba - 


Frou Antigua, brother James Light writes, dated Grace- 
hill, Jan. 25, 1802. 
“ Tarrivedat St. John’s, August 15, 1801, and was received 
hike | by ourbrethren with great joy. The 16th, being commune 
| 0S Sunday, i was introduced to the congregation, who 
Hae joined me in praising the Lord for conducting me safe across 
the ocean. I can assure you I forgot all farmer troubles 
| i, Hi when I saw this congregation of believing negroes, and felt 
LURE that the Lord is truly among them, watching over and caring 
Hit for his poor black sheep. There is not, in general, that ea- 
it gerness among the negroes in Antigua, which there once 
was, not only to hear, but also to obey the gospel, nor that 
willingness to forsake their evil customs, but yet the Lord 
has many, very many souls here, who love him in simpli- 
city. And do our brethren and sisters at home wish for a 
revival of his work in Antigua, I hardly need add what they 
have todo. Every one of us knows, that it is the Lord’s 
own work, and he hears our prayers, and can, and does 
| help us. I am stationed at Gracehill, on that part which 
| was once occupied by the late brother Watson, whase me- 
| mory is still dear to all the negroes. 

‘¢ J must how mention a painful loss we have experienced 
just now, as it has pleased the Lord to take from us our 
dear brother Luke Turner. He was present at the con- 

ference on the 12th, and listle did we think that he would 
so soon leave us. Lhe West India ievers are so deceitful 
in their appearances, that almost every day, till the day of 
his departure, hopes were, entertained of his recovery. We 
trust we shall scon receive some assistants, fer we are here 
far too few to pay the needful attention to above 10,000 ne- 
groes belonging to our church. Ihope some ef my former 
young companions will find themselves dispased to devote 
themselves to our Say’ lour, and his scrvice,among the heathen.” 
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